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Produced with funds under Title IIT of the Elementary

and Secondary Education Act, this unit on Pima cultural background
and Middle American civilization was designed to help Pima students
achieve a sense of identity and pride in their Indian background by
(1) thinking of themselves as a people with a long history and (2)

learning that their culture is part of Indian civilization.

It is

noted that this unit, which supplements the study of Ancient History,

is divided into # partss

Prehistory, which includes a discussion of

the development of agriculture; The Mayas, which discusses

intellectual contributions in astronomy,

mathematics, writing, and

art; People of the vValley of Mexico, which describes their organized
way of life (e.g., large irrigation projects, cities, armies, and
empires); and The Hohokam, which describes the prehistoric people of
Arizona. The unit contains both a student booklet and a teaching
guide for each of the 4 parts. A bibliography is also provided for

each part of the unit,
and movies are cited.

and student booklets, slides, transparencies,
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PIMA CULTURAL BACKGROUND

and

Middle American Civilization

Purposes

The pu?poses of this unit are to help the Pima students achieve a
semse of identity and pride in their Ipdiam background by: 1) thinking of
themselves as a people with a long histoxy;land 2) learning that their
culture is part of one of mankind's great achievemeats,lindian Civilization.

In order to stress these purposes where appropriate, keep in mind
three major points: 1) Indians have a history; 2) this histcryrculminated
in an advanced form of civilization; 3) this civilization was uniquely Indian
in character.

This unit supplements the study of Ancient History and shsuld'eccompaﬁy
or come soon after the study of Prehistory and/or Ancient History in the 01d
World. o
Outline

This unit is divided into four parts.' ‘ "1I- x.u,fi e o . .\{

1. Prehistary.,This is an account of early histcry, pr-marily in America

and includea the impartance of the develapment Qf agriculture as a.

2.
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greatly influenced by the civilizations of Mexico. These Indians,who

were forerunners of the Pimas, Papagos and other tribes, shared
many of the ideas of the more highly civilized Indian cultures, yet
preferred a less complex way of life.

The Student Booklet

Textbooks or source books on these topics are not easily available.
Thus, the included booklets provide necessary information unavailable from
other sources.

Slides and Transparencies

Slide and transparency numbers suggested for particular areas of
the teaching unit are not mandatory, but may be used throughout the unit
at the discretion of the individual teacher.

Movies

The use of movies, generally at the end of a unit, are available

through the Central Arizona Film Cooperative and méy be used at the

discretion of the teacher.

“Adelaide Bahr




PREHISTORY

The story of the American Indian is a

colorful tale of a people who slowly developed

their way of life into a highly civilized

culture. Long before the Pilgrims came to
America, the Indians badva civilization in
which many tribes shared common ideas. One
importaﬁt idea common to the Indian culture was
that Man, being a part of Nature, should 1ive
in harmony with Nature.

Their respect‘fcr Nature waé shéwn iﬁ;

Indian methods of agriculture, 121igieus beliEES,.' e

and ceremonial rites. They believed Nature was I




In other areas also, Indians shared common ideas. (Figure 1) Tor example,
the Maya people in Yucatan and the Pimas in Arizona used the same methods

of cultivating. Although they lived far apart and did not know one another,

both irrigated the land and fertilized their crops.

(Figure 1)
Europeans, however, ignoring the ideals of the Indian, tossed aside

the harmony-with-nature idea. The European idea of c¢ivilization was to

modify and coﬁtrdl, and even destroy, his natural sgrrehndiﬁgs to suit his

own needs.’

Indian ClVllizetion

- Each Indian tribe iﬁ the southwestern United States belongs to a.

circle of eiv1lizat10n that begaﬂ abeut lO OQO years agu;" (Figure 2) Thls

‘Middle Amer1een GlVlllzatlon reflected the 1nf1uenee cf the_highly developed

‘cultufe af the people of the Valley Df Hexi eiand the Maya

The leas and the Meyas, as well as other trlbee in the

i tgrlcal develop:ent back to o

Unlted States and Mexlec,'can trece the;f

"[ERJ!:“‘ ,thiejeentt31 eource,{ci?fﬁifL?
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To understand how these Indian civilizations developed, it is
important first, to understand the meaning of the word "eiyilization."
Civilization means an improvement in culture, a more advanced social
development of a particular group of people. (Figure 3) '

To the individual person, civilization means a variety of things.
The ne-essities of life -- food, clothing, shelter -- are easier to
obtain. Though securing these necessities is easier, living gradually
becomes more complicated. For example, in civilized cultures, more
people live clgser together. Therefore, it is necessary that rules,

laws, and governments be established in order to insure the rights of

all members of society.




All the different Indian civilizations (the Maya, the Hohokam,
and the Aztecs and Toltecs from the Valley of Mexico) evolved in this
manner from an agricultural background. From this simple beginning,
on a low level of existence with only bare necessities, the Indian cul-

tures gradually became civilized the same way as other cultures,

Four Centers of Civilization

There were four areas whefebagriculture developed rapidly and
centers of civilization were formed. (Figure @) Because»agfiéultﬁre
prev;ded a better food supply, living conditions 1mprcved and the culture
thrived. Agriculture was the basis of all great c;vilizaticns. The
world's great civilizations began ‘in four basic areas: Central America,

South America, Europe, and Asia. (See map below) The Central Americaﬂ

area was the center of Indian civilization in North Amerlca;




Early Agriculture

The first Indians in America lived by either "humting" or
"sathering.' The "hunters'" lived in plains areas where plants with
edible seeds or fruits were scarce and many large animals roamed.
These Indians lived by hunting animals; so their main food was meat.
In the Great Plains, for example, many Indians thrived because éf the
large buffalo herds living there at that time. Other Indianms li§ed
in semiarid or tropical areas where animals were’small and seed plants
were plentiful. Tﬁese were the "gathgrers,"’ In:Afigonaraﬁ& Mexico
they gathered the seeds of desert plants for féﬁii ‘Ehese.segds made
good food because they were very nourishing. They wefe grauﬁd‘iﬁta

flour for making tortillas, or were eaten whole.  (Figure 5)

PAFuiToxt Provided by ERIC




The Indians living in Southern Arizona and Mexico 9,000 years ago
knew about the same plants we know about today: the mesquite, prickly
pear arnd the giant cactus. Seeds from these plants fed the people.

The yucca and century ﬁlant, or agave, grew on higher land, and still
higher in the mountains people gathered acorns and pinion nuts for food.
Some small animals, including deer, rabbits? birds and lizards, ‘were also
eaten. But the main food sources were wild plants, particularly wild
corn, wild beans,‘and_wild squash. These plants were small and very
diffgrent from the corn, beans andAsquash;ﬁe have tcdéy.

Eventually, some Indians learﬁed to cultivate their §wn plants'fof
food. (Figure 657 The idea of cultivating'plants rathef“than‘merely.gatherav
ing what might be.available, began ig Mexico. Thié.pféctiéelspreadAfapidly,
from there south to the Yucatan and.nofth'td Ariéoﬁé} jOné §ay‘iﬁ'wHich |

Indians were able to grow their ownrpiants éanfﬁéféh, ffby,théistbryfcf

how they devgloped corn.




The Story of Corn

For a long time, the story of corn was a mystery
scientists could not solve. They knew that the Indians of
Mexico héd learnad how to cultivate corn around 5,000 B!ﬁi
But they wondered about the methods they used to.domesticate
corn and how present-day corn came to be. Since wild corn.

no longer exists, they had no plants to observe and study.

Then archaeologists found remains of wild corn in caves in
Mexico. It had been collected for eating by cave dwellers ‘ .Wild-Ccrn - Actual Size
7,000 years ago. | (Figure 7)

Wild corn was a very tiny plant, too small to be use&vthe way we use
éorn today. (Figﬁre 7) It was eaten green, the whole littie eérvplaced.
into the mouth, chewed, and then spit qut. Ihe.stalk of the pléﬁt was
very sweet and was chewed like'sugaf cane. |

The people of Mexico who ate wild corn started to plant its seed glose _

to their camps near a source of water;. As. they colleeted the wild corn

each year, they wculd keep the larger kernels, store. them in baskets, aﬁd'




Pottery

The early Indians, whe lived a wandering life, used baskets as
containers since they were light and unbreakable. Later, when their
way of life became more settled, they also used clay pots, which were
clumsy and heavy to carry, but better suited for cooking and storing

food than baskets. (Figure 8)

(Figure 8)

The first pottery appeared at the same timevas ‘the first cultlvated
plants. It could be used to ‘boil water over fi;,, therefare, caoking
methods changed. Corn wés hc'lcﬁger toasted and‘éhEWEd green. -It waS~
allowed to ripen anﬁ hardeh. The ears were husked and the hard kernels'

bailed with lime in clay pets. They were: then ground »ith a grindlng  ,;;'

stune and made into tartillasi Beans, tQQ, were'no-longer




=10

Village Life

The discovery of agriculture and the development of pottery-making
led to the establishment of village life. Rather than wander about in
small groups from place to place, larger numbers of people began to live
year-round in the same place. Archaeologists have found remains of the
first permanent houses. These remains indicate that each family group
had its own fields and a variety of property, including storage baskets,

pots, grinding stones, agricultural tools, and even jewelry.

(Figure 9)»

POLISHED ARE
This great variety of remains 1eads us. to believe that soclal
life was’ compllcated._ Jewelry and decoratiVE piecas are indlcations of]"

a less primitive culture.( Such people have the.fime and 1nt“rest for
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Conclusion
There is little factual knowledge about the prehistory of the

American Indian. By examining remains of that time, however, secientists

can tell much about the way early Indians lived. Particularly in the

culture becomes clear. As later Indian civilizations are studied (the
Mayas, the People of the Valley of Mexico, and the Hohokams), one bond

common to all will be seen —- the sharing of ideas among different tribes

. -

and civilizations.
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PREHISTORY

DIRECTIONS

EXAMFLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCES

IR}

A i Text Provided by ERIC

‘f;preaﬂing :rom peeple te peelle

‘beEQminglgivili;ed‘

Discuss Middle American Civilizations and

the circles of Indian Civilization.

Compare the development of Indian and

European civilizationms.

Compare Indian and European beliefs

regarding man's relationship to his

environment.

Discuss the meaning of civiiizaﬁiom.

Explein the iﬂﬁteased complexity and

ofggnizatinn {not: netessa:ily 1mprave-

mants) of these social aspe;ts.~ ﬁ;

Discuss how civilizgtiuﬂs grgw

indian Civilization developed from the circles
of civilization that began in Mexiceo

10,000 yesrs ago.

Though America developed an Indian civiliza-

tion, rather than a European one, the two

have similar parallels. Examples of early

European civilization: religion--the Bible;
government=-~the anclent kings and emperors
on the one hand, the demscratic Greek city

states on the other; writiﬂg—-the alphabet.

Student Booklet, Intro-
duction, p. l; Map.

p. 3 & 5.

Qur Beginnings, Chapter

1, p. 48=50 (the idea
of one God)s Chapter
2, ps 69-71 {early

government)}, Chapter

3, pe 37 (suming up)

People of the Valley of Mexico; The Mayas;

and the Hohokams.

_ihg distiﬁguishiﬂg matk pf ﬁhe Indian way of
life is their basiﬁ‘helief that man must
live in ha:mony with natute, whereas‘:he
Eurapegn way -af life is. basgd on thelr be=
lief that mgn must ;onguer nature. Are .

thase like Ehe pfesentsday Iﬂdian ideas?

Hsterial imptavemen;s pfovided hy esrly civi-

Li;ation included bettgr shelter, itrigation

and reads, and easier fccutement af foad.,,

Examgleg :

cnunmnities he:cme mgre ctgaﬁized,4

Examples of prehistoric Indian Civilizationg

Gave nment becames more" complex' al

Stuﬂgpi Baéklgc, The.
Valley Peaple, Unit I11;
The‘Hayasi'Unit 11; snd

The Hohokams, Unit IV.

_Transparencies on

civilization.  T3B

- thru T4y,
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) DIRECTIONS ) ) EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION SOURCES
Discuss with students the idea that dif=- Example: Greeks, and the American Mayas, QFﬁ‘EgginniﬁE§, Chapter
ferent eivils?ed people excel in excelled in the arts and philosephy; Romans, 1, p. 573 Chapter 2,
different things. and the People of the Valley of Mexico, p. 129; Chapter 3,

excelled in conquest and administration. pe 155.
Today, some Indian tribes excel in weaving, Sggden;iga@klec, The
some in pottery, some in basketry. ﬁayas, People of the

Valléy of Mexico.

Explain how people develop at different Civilization started in the south where food
=Xpoa’l ¥ p

rates because of geographlc condi- plants were domesticated, then spread to
tions. northern climates. Exsmple: Better agri-

cultural ;cnditiuﬁs result in greater food
productien which accelerates the civiliza-

B ‘ tion process.

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages | Example: Paradoxically, modern civilization

of civilizatien,  Civilization is a _ can free people (e.g., from necessity of
means of providing for people's needs, obtaining food daily), while enslaving them
not necessarily a "better" way of life. (e.g., a tyrant or an organization)s

Students can discuss the Examples: < The disadvantages of Living on :h21

pros and cons of civilization by con- reservatiﬁn inalude séarcity qE stgres, no
sidering the advan:a&es and dis= S tunniﬁg Watér 34 med;cgl care, Juse QE woad
advantages of living on the reservatlaﬂ -+ for fuei.' ‘Some nf ;he aﬂvancages are the:

' as opposed to the city. . lv‘freednm af space, cluseneas te teletives,f

‘less money needed, aﬁd f:ee fuel (wcad). c

Projéect #2: Cite the diet of a "éatheré "A'“gathering ﬁeaple;s‘dié;fis_mptéfvéfiédff~i Stﬁdeﬁ!ﬁBankiet,’Pé 7.

Cing peaple as af’ eiémplg of. h&w

ﬁivilization can hring abput advan—

tages and dissdvgﬁggggs' J;

* background:
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DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFDRHATIGQ

SOURCES

Each center had a different agricultural
bsckground, its basic character being
determined by early discoveries of

food in each area.

All four centeérs have contributed their
own traditional foods to today's

civilization.

The two centers of ¢ivilization in
America were the Middle American gnd

the South American.

Discuss the development of agriculture
and how reliance on agriculture en-

couraged a more settled way of life.

B

spo=ial geographic céh&itians.ﬂ"'
Enciurage studgnts tﬂ generaliz: "L

£k

. how Indian.life was adapted to, very '

HMethods of cultivating and preparing foods
varied among the four civilizations. For
instance, even today, people in each of
these areas prefef'fggds traditional to
their culture.

Example: 1In the world-wide consumption of
crops, the highest tonnage of rice is in

China; the highest of potatoes, South

America; corn, Middle Americaj and wheat,

the Middle East.

Northern American Indians were affected only

by the Middle American Civilization.

Damgstica:ing of wild plants; such as corm,
ied to the development of agriculture.
relied more on agri-

Examples:’

culture than the Papagos-

The Pimas’
They lived in;
. the same villgge céﬁtiﬁu#lly by a river.
“Theit villages were lafge: than thase af

'the Papagus who' wefé not as wealthy.’ But

whenevef

Pepago way af lifge—gatheting. o

thg river fgiled and there was nn:

vater for theif figlds, they turned’ta the

The Epic of Man,
China, p. 195
5. America, p. 227
Mid. America, p. 209

Middle East, pe 54=537.

student Booklet, ps 3.

Tfanspafencies, TBB
thru T4V.

Qufiggginniﬁsg; ?; 17=

19. ‘
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DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES 'AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCES

project #1, continued:

Diacuss with students how these two
piacles

techniques might work. Ask them to
think about their owm house, thelr
garbage can, what happens to broken

objects, etc.

Discuss some anclent Indian ideas con-
efﬂing religion or government, These
can anly be surmised from insignifi-

cant clues.

2) The presence of pottery and grinding

stones gives us aome kaowledge of the meth-

ods used in food préparacigﬂ.

3) Cave-dwellers’ remains are preserved

" petter than those whe iived {n mud or

brush houses.

specifically, what objects used by a group of

peopla would survive (probably) for 10,000
years? Which would disappear?

Examples:

1) Compare pottery that eould last for cen=

that probably would

2) Charred food is pfeaetved lange; than
-boiled fanﬂ, which gets mushy and rots:

3) Storage bagkets show a periad of plen~
eiful fouﬂ supply-' o -
é) ed fnod lasts Lnnger than grgeﬁ plancs

and animal bones ‘Last langet than either.

_Y 72135-

__nracions might be: an important chief._‘

k]

1) A peragn buried with maﬁy objects ur de -
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DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATIOX

SQURCES

Discuss with students a semiarid climate.

L. Point out that a seasonal climate
encourages a semi-nomadic life and
necessitates storage and preservation
of food.

3. sShow the necessity of people mov=
ing with the harvest to both vallef

and mountain,

3., Discuss the Papagos- as represen
tative of life in a semiarid climate.
4. Discuss different harvest times

for desert plants.

o
5, Some seeds ugge net consumed but
were saved for ne;t year's planting.
Other foods were dried and stored for
"winter consumption.

Project {#3: Make a chart or ulletin

board showing the difference between

wild plants and cultivated plaﬂtsa'

Ask students to bring a wxld gourd, a

squash, or squgsh seeds to schag

‘ear. and kernels

Major rainfall is limited to two seasons,

g;;mglgs:

sum-=
mer aﬂﬁ winter. Cultivated plants can be
grown only during these seasons because of
limited water source. ({Rivers, few in nums=
ber, often ran dry.) During dry periods,
tribes were forced to move into the moun-
tains where more water was available.
Papagos {(closely related to Pimas) planted
corn, beans and squash, but lived Erimgr;Lg
off wild foods.
Cholla bﬁds were ready in May;
while Sahuarc fruits ripened in late June
or July. Prickly pear were ready in 1;£é
summer and mesquite bggﬁst;q;ﬁﬁe fa11{ 
Examples: HMesquite beans were used to pound

into flour; meats were cut into thin

. i
strips and dried.

Example of one difference: wild plants feed

few peeple; cultivated ones feed many «

V_Show the diffetenge between wild gautd and

cultivated q h wild gourd is small

"with small ds and thin flesh;'cultivated

) squagh is lgrge with latg ’sgeds. thitk

The Papago Indians,

p. 13-16.

Field trip to discover

mesquite beans and see

“how they are grown.
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DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCE

Project #4: Make transparencies that

show ways of preparing food.

American Indians never fried foods. Why?

People like sugar. Where did Indians

get their sugar? Ask students to

think of the desert plants they en-

joyed eating as children.

Introduce the topics of pottery and

village life.

indian tribes whe were wandefg:s_diq not

yse pottery since it hindered their

traveling way of Life.

ribes whn led sgdentaty Lives. hawevgr,

eultivgted their f;elds‘and
af pattery.‘v

‘Agriculture and the dis;nvery

fg camplimentary- Eﬂﬂh reinforces

thie other. .

made use

of potterykl

’ The benefits of an agriculbutsl

ook for illustrations of grinding, pounding,
parching over the fire, boiling, reoasting.
Which cocking method needs stome or woed
containers? wWhich needs baskets? Which
needs pottery? Which method of preparation
goes with hunting? gathering? agricultura?

Indians had no easily available source Df.lsfd
or fat. (Deer are very leanj cows wgfg not
introduced until later by Europeans.)

Some plants eoﬁtain natural sugars: mesquite,

beans, sahuaro frults, Qrickly pear.

Though the devalapmgﬁt of agritultu:él prac-
tices was impqrtqnﬁ in Indisn culture. it
went hand in Hand with chef advances, su;h
as pot tery‘makiﬁg.. Latgf:éivilizatiuns

,were faundea on the :umulative Sfe & of

many discoveries taking place avgt ‘a periodf

of Ewo ar thtee thousand yesrs. et

iWandere:s hed to ca:ry all :hsif belaﬁgings

wizh them, 8o’ bgskets were: ‘more - sgtisfgc-‘

tary :gnteinefs.,

Student Begklét..




UNIT I - PREHISTORY

Student Transparericies

1. Lady gathering cactus fruits of the Sahuafc cactus. This type of gathering
has gone on for thousands of years, long before agriculture was
developed. Indians such as the Pimas still géther cactus fruits
occasionally.

2, Hunting was a technique of getting food thatvcontiﬁﬁéd side by side‘vith
agriculture. In arid countries, the deer is‘prébably the lafgest
game animal.

3. Here we see cultivated élants in'Ceﬁtral America. These plants were_firét
cultivated 6,000 to 7,d00 years ago and are still very impoftantvfccd
plants. .

4. All the work in the fields was done by hand: with wood implements._lﬂeré;-f

' the man makes a hole With the &igging stick the woman drops four v
seeds into ;hefhole. Often the whole family helped w1th planting and "
harveétihg- o

5. Cultivated plants need cunstant care in crder to prgduce gocd crops., It~”

is especially important to‘dest:oy Lhe weedsij'

fram the plant. Ihis work was done by hand an‘ was: rapeated many

v times during the grawing season

;l Metths of transportat’on;




Unit I 7 -2

Student Transparencies (cont.)

8. Grinding on a metate was a very widespread method of food preparation.
Note the big pot that holds water and the baskets used by the woman

to hold her corn.




UNIT I - PREHISTORY

Description of Transparencies: Agricultural

TI

T2

T3

T34

T3F

"People Have Needs" (Pima translation). Civilization can be under-
stood as the development of different and more efficient ways of

taking care of people's needs.

Peoples' needs for a better life include: food; clothing; shelter;
meaning and knowledge. Some of these needs are material. They
relate to physical well being. Others are spiritual (freedom,

for instance, is a spiritual need.)

People can take care of their needs in many ways. Simple neédé can
be handled by the iﬂdividualg Complex needs teqqifelthe'help of
people who specialize in‘pa:£iculét"areas.' Asg studéntsltérgive
examples of specialized wotk iﬁ‘og? sociétji fExp1§iﬁ_that iﬁ

highly civilized socieﬁiesxalmost evgfynné dbes gpeciali;ed work.

~ Man mﬁst eat‘tgblivé. Eoed_is'aﬁ‘gsééﬁtiélfngéd"of5peoplle

Maﬁ has dévelbped five'bésic:ways _cr obtaining fcod._ Of these v

hunting and gathe:ing are the earlies ‘1ess specialized techniques,,} M.  f



T2D

T2E

T2W

TZ2H

T4A

Weapons made big game hunting possible; even such early techniques
as hunting could be made more efficient. Better weapons, sharper

spearheads, bow and arrow, etc., made hunting easier.

Gardening and a more controlled food supply. Gaghering comes
between the more advanced techniques of food getting and the

earlier techniques.
Our modern day foodgetting is based on agriculture and pastoralism.

Machinery helps the farmers in the midwest produce our grain crops.
The addition of machines, manpower>énd animal power is a great

step towards efficiency.

Man must shelter himself from the elements.. Shelter is another

important need of man.

Caves are warm shelters, but are found only in cértain plaaes.
People who live away from caves have to. develop thér:tyPestgf

shelter.

Other early types of shelters were probably very flimsy and tcok

. a very short time to build They could prctect people from the

wind, but not rain and cold A hut Wlth ‘a perma"‘”t roof and :h’: S fi'f i



2M

T4

T15

T3C

T3B

T3H

T3E

T3D

,Ag.ri’féﬁlfﬁiéﬁ

Pueblo type structures often added a 2nd floor. Pueblo homes are

very permanent. They have lasted hundreds of years. The popu-

lation is very concentrated.
People in the United States usually live in small family groups.

Communication. Civilization has changed our means of communication.
The most direct way of communicating is by speech. Writing makea
it possible ﬁb communicate at a distance and also ;hrough time,
since it lasts longer than memory. Machines have further extended

our ability to communicate rapidly at a distance.
Food-getting depends on the technology of man's society.

Food-getting depends on resources available in man's natural

surroundings.

These tribes had little time for anyfhing but foodsgétting.

The more control man has over his food getting; thé less he must

depend on what is feadily avaiiaﬁlé.

Foad—getting depends on the number of people there are to feed, #

One man cauld easily feed himself on nutsvand,b'r;ies@f Theqsgme‘  SRR

man weuld have difficulty feedingit




T24

T25

T23

T2%

T17C

Hunting in the desert. Small game, mostly rabbit.
Gathering in the desert. Cactus fruits.

Other desert plants that can be used for food: prickly pear,

century plant, yucca.
Cultivated plants of central America: beans, squash, corn.

Evolution of cultivated corn: increase in size.
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THE MAYAS

Two thousand years ago in Yucatan a highly civilized people called
the Maya emerged. (Figure 1) Their lives were based on agriculture,
and on this foundation a great Indian civilization developed. Over
many generations, these people added the areas of art .and 5«;ie:u:ye to
their culture. The Hayas deveiopad a éystém of writing 'axj;d“prié-dqced

major advances in architecture, astronomy and mathematics, 'a$ did the

Chinese and the people of the Middle East.
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With a population close to a million people, the Mayas were
divided into many tribes, but they were one people. They spoke the
4 .
same language,gﬁad the same beliefs and customs, (Figure 2% and lived

together peacefully. Though each tribe was independent and chose its

own chiefs, they were not at war with one another.

" Beliefs and Cusﬁcms_
The raiﬁ‘god ncﬁrishes a- .
tree; the death god uproots -

ure

Agricult
The Maya villages in Yucatan had become prosperaus-bé&ause df.théir]

suécessful efforts in growing many &iffgré#;‘cfops}iafﬁéf'bﬁéé”ﬁiéﬁ;§ éfiif'7

land and water for growing ﬁboa'ﬁiéﬁwthé}thick juﬁgié" éﬁdlhéavf'tgiﬁs,b5,'

When more land was needédffo::ﬁféps.ajpiégéféf*thgigﬁwgsfclga;éd?ﬁy'gf,~;L;~

cutting down the huge t eéé#ﬁiﬁhVSééﬂé éx§é and: but

Q
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Corn was the main crop grown, but beans, squash, ard ctotacce
were also part of the yearly harvest. By working 45 days in the
fields, a man could grow enough corn to feed a family of five for a

year. In addition to their own crops, the Mayas obtained cocoa.from
Indian tribes to the South. Besides making a'vety‘gagd drink, the

cocoa beans were also used as money. ' ' R




Food

The women spent a great deal of their time preparing food. They
boiled their corn with lime, then ground it on the grinding stone. This

ground corn was made into tortillas Shapéd on a‘flat;pattery slab.  Beans

and squash were dried and stored.
The Maya ways of preparing fccd were simila: to
those of many other Indian ;ribes.' Ihe4grigding-
stones used by ﬁhe Mayas, called manos and metates,f
were also used by American In&ians; Nearly all
Meﬁican Indian tribes, as well as those of the
southwestern United States, made tortillas.
\(Figure 4) And the Maya éus;am of mék}ng a
drink of ground corn mixed wifh Waﬁétfwés_t‘”"“
reflected in the customgléf:oﬁhéx.in&iané,“
like the Pimas,‘thousaﬁds‘Df ﬁiies‘éﬁéy;;: 

‘who made the same type ﬂriﬁk;_ 



Houses

Houses were plain but strongly built for year round living, as
the Maya were not a nomadic people. The "wattle and daub' method of
building was used in the construction of these houses. 1In this method,
the walls were made by troweling mud on a frame of sticks. This pro-
cedure was a favorite among ‘'some American Iﬁd:ia‘ns,' including the Pima.
The roofs of the Maya hcuses.were_made of straw or grass and‘wgre very
tall and steep since the jungle climate was extremely rainy. Iﬁside
the house, there was a fireplace,.but no hcie for smcke, which iﬁdicéteé
that most of the cooking probably was done outside. fOthe: Maya furnish-
ings consisted of pottery drinking cups, a g;indiﬁg stcﬁe'(ﬁétatg) for
each‘wcman in the hausehoid, (Eiégré SLVén&-st:awksiéepingﬂmats} 'Tngls
for gardening, the Vlaom‘,' the troweling si;ick aﬁd. épeafs.'»‘ﬁéfé also kept

within thg héuse.
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Dress

The dress of the Maya and the American Indian were similar in
many respects. Mayas wore loin cloths, sandals of deer hide, and a
square cloth on the shoulders like-a poncho. Women wore a skirt, and
sometimes, a blouse and sandals. Maya rulers wore cidthes similar to
other Mayas. An exception was the headdress~(f1gure 6) mgde of wood .
or straw in the shape of a jaguar, serﬁénérc: bifd, Ihese;wéfe deca:—
ated with beautiful feathers and preciéu§>stcnes;' The greater the
importance of a pefson's Pcsitiaﬁ, the latgerlgnd ﬁcrebelabcrate was

his headdress.



Maya men and women wore long hajft, tgttooed their bodies and wore
a great deal of jewelry. The men pa1ﬁkkﬂ thelr bodies different colors
which had special meanings: blue anq %Aﬂ were for guards; black for
prisoners; blue for priests.b' ' ,

This type of drese was also a cﬁﬁ&ﬁ%al characteristic of American
Indians. However, great care was givﬁﬂ Aq their hair arrangement body
painting and tettcaing. Pima hair stji@ epqwed mueh variety, for example.
Also, rather than cover their bcdies ﬂifﬂ glothing, the Pimas preferred
to decerate them with paint and tatto&é,z ﬂerthern Indians, on the other

hand, paid more attent;gn to cove ring ﬁyéi; bodies then to decorating

s

them, due to the cclder.ﬁeather.

Spgiel Life

‘Wall peintings found in that aregvvgkyexiCO indicate:'hat'Maya




It was within the village that the private life of the Maya family took
place. An important event in the village was a ball game played with

a large rubber bafl that could not be touched with the hands. A modified

form of this game was played throughout Mexico and Arizoma by other

Indians.

Public 1life took place in ldrge, stone ceremonial centers, some-
times connected by paved roads. Temples, palaces, and observatories
placed high on pyramids of earth,highiighted these centers. (Figure 8)

At the base of the temples, pillars of stone called "stelae" were carved

with important dates of the past. In this way, people‘atteﬁding cerémoniesv

could know their past history.

[T




The éhiefs and priests organized the cgmmqnity and directed the
work of building the centers; all the1§ecple helped with their own
handwork and part of their har#estf The,skilis of the Maya craftsmen
were shown in carving and in the'decofaticﬁ of the temples and palaces.
The best art work of all the ﬁeeﬁie:was set aéide for the ceremonials.

For these, the Mayas created beautifully decorated pottery and intricate

sculpture (Figure 9) .




The Maya Calendar

The Mayas developed a calendar much more accurate than the one
we use today. The year 200 A.ﬁ. is the fitét date in Maya history,
which was 1300 years before the Europeans develcpedbé calendar.

(Our present calendar is based upon the European galenﬂar,)

The Maya year was divided into~18 months of 20 days each for a
total of 360 days. 1In additién; each day was represented by one of
their gods. So Whénever a d;;? was wfi;ten gn‘a'éguipturé,er a
temple, they used the symbél fof'the god for thég parficuléf_déy
.instead of using number symﬁcls. Tﬁé'Mayé>pi¢€ﬁféd’ﬁiﬁa diviéigns

as heavy loads carried on the shoulders of their gédét(Figuré 10).

A ullText Provided by enic [l




sahuaro rib. The keeper of the calendar used these signs to remember
the sequence of events whenever he told the history t¢ the people.
Sometimes a man would hand the calendar over to his son, that it might

be continued after his death. (Eigure_ll)

The Ritual Calendar

Tﬁ additian to a calendar year, Mayas observed a
ritual year. It was‘made up of 265 days. 'SQme’&ays,wefeii
thought to be lucky for birthdates, others unlucky. Qﬂéé 
every 52 years, the sacred year of 260 | ys and th f 1{¥ 3

year of 360 days came together. Ihis‘was’a‘very impp:j;

tant occasion when many ceremonies were peffatmEd.”‘
Ceremonies were also asscciated.with the end af,ééch yea

and the end of a ZQ—year cycle..

The ritual calendar was important in May  re1igion
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the day and night throughout the year. In this way, they measured time
even as is done today. The movements of the stars are very complicated,
and they have to be measured in large numbers. In order to record their

measurements, the Mayas needed, and developed a way of writing numbers.

This 1is how the Maya number system worked:
a dot . meant 1
a bar ____ meant 5

an empty space meant O

Example: o
_°  meant the number 6 (adding:55+ i) 5
oo+ meant 9 (5 + 4) |
___ meant 10 (’5 + 5)




-13
The Katun Wheel

The Mayas thought that time had no beginning and no end but that

it went in cycles. At the end of the cycle, it would start all over

Katuthhéél’Qtfl:

“(Figure 12)

' The cross indicataed tﬁe‘?fesénﬁ;.fWhénfail'ﬁa'ﬁﬁs:héﬁ ﬁgéﬁéuby;fthe
praseat’ tiae begtns agains’ 7 *

' the other hand, European
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Beliefs About Time

Like other Indian tribes, the Mayas believed that agriculture and
astronomy were related. The Mayas observed how living things (people and

plants) change constantly and how the stars always move across the heavens.
They thought these changing and moving things were related in some way.
They believed:pirth and death and the grqwiﬁg‘and harvesting pf érops were
all tied together. (Fig.13) The special eveﬁts of Maya history were re-

lated to the changing of the day into night, the changing of the seasons,

and the movements of the stars through many years.




The most important ceremonies of the Mayas were about the passing
of time. They believed that things that had happened in the past would
happen again. For instance, they believed that the world had been

created and destroyed many times. Once, the world had been destroyed

by water covering the land. Many other‘Americaﬂ Indian tribes, including
the Pimas, shared this belief of wérid destruction.

The Maya-Toltec Civilizécian

In 800 AD, the Mayas wefe*cdnqueréd7by other Indiaﬁsll-

from the Valley of Mexico, Ehezfolt§c5¢t(Figi 14) -

Q
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After the conquest, the ccnquerors,kwho were warriors not iﬁtéllectuals,
greatly influencgd Maya civilization. Thus, the peaéeful Mayas began

the practice of human sgcfifice and built a "temple of the warriors" at
a place called Chichen Itza. From here, thé Toltec ccnquerors ruled the

people for almost 700 years.

The Spanish Conquerors

In 1500 AD, the Maya-Toltec Civilization was cbnqueréd by the
Spanish, who totally destroyed their cul;uré. Being Européans, éhe
Spanish conquerors believed that the rituals of the Héyaéfpltéc pea?le$
were the work of the devil. Therefafe, theyrtcre down thei;vtemples |
and burned their books. Many of the priests and chiefs were killed and
with them died the knowledge_ﬁf thé»?edple. . R |

Thfoughogt thé 7eérs,'civi1izétian$ Havefﬁeeﬁ-crgétéd and then

destroyed because of conflicts between groups of Peéplés.:gIhe:e are

many similarities between Maya culture and some‘Amériégﬁfj:diaﬁ cu1tﬁréé

&

of today.
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UNTT 11 -- ThE MAYAS

DI&ECTIﬂﬂS

!!AHFLES ARD FACTUAL I!?DIHATIDH

SUURCES

——— s
oy
—t

[T —

A A 10 8 p 0

Camgare

establish the time period.

culture,

Show essential unity and similarity

of Indian cultures.

Differerices of village.life and
-eity life ggparateltﬁe modern
Indian from his awn ancegtnra, ag

‘wgll as from the aﬂtient Haya.

pacential fnr scigntifie aehieve ent

as u:her races.

Indian Etibe;. e: s.

Pima eslendara

Locate the Mayas in Time and Space;

1zgg§b11§h the geographical situation.

iEu ablish the Maya culzure as an Indian

?Exglain that ﬂdiaﬂﬁ have the—EumeH

Mnya achigvemen:s Hith Ehnseln_%

'-;hg Pim;n.

Ihe ealéndar makea ‘a gaad example

- Pima. unlike hia aﬁceu:prs

The jntea for the beginning and end of Maya
eivilization should be given; what are they?
However, thes most important fact to stress
is that the Mayas built their civilization
upen the discoveries of earlier peoples and
cultures (i.e., after cﬁg bgg;guiﬁg of
agriculture and the establishment of village

life discussed in Unit I, Prehistory.)

Yucatan's jungle climate was unéuited for the
development of agriculture. For this reason,

the Maya agriculture develnped'ffgm the

agricuicuralvdiscaveriea spread from other

people who lived in semiarid climates.

Bazic aspeéta of Maya culture gtg similar te

those of present Indian culturea: food and
food preparation, mode of dress, building
techniqueés, games, 1deas of property, tiié;

history, and man's place in the Universe.

Altaough Mayas may seen‘differept ffﬁm»rndign
groups in Ehe United States, ae:ﬁsiiy the
vtga éu;tures_afe vef? 51m11;ri’:?§r example,
a 19th éenﬁufi Eima{ttaﬂsﬁér?éd‘;nég dn .
ancien: Maya viilage vbuld h§§gifeic'mafe‘l‘

‘_at home than in an English village of any v'

' perind. B

Nine;eenth ceﬁ:ufy ?1mas. 11ke :he H;yus.
lived 1n villnges aﬂd provided fﬁr mna:

.'cf their‘cwn ma;erial needs. Taday,‘the -

'the Mayas.

;ﬁftaﬂ dwelrs.in cities and is leus aelf—

- sugc;i ng

Student Booklet,
Prehistory, p.2.

Map and pictures of
Yucatan. Visual Teach—
ing in Mexico, Sacu:on
Library.

S:udent Booklet -- Unit
11, the Haysa. p. 2.

Slidea 13 14, 15, lﬁ
19 Z
B,-S,

Pima. and Papage Indian. -

Agr;euitﬁtei p. 141-144

Pa aRo ;ndians -and” Their
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Unit II

The Mavas = 2

DIRECTIONS

EXAMFLES ARD FACTUAL INFORMATION

Covparing Maya achievements, (continued.)

Compare the Maya with the Pima develop-
ment of writing and keeping histori-

ecal records.

Ask students to bring to class any
information they can find at home

about Pima signs and methods of

record=keeping.

and Pinaa. painzing out haw wtiting i

obaerve and rgmenbes.‘
Ask stude: | 1f :hey khow . the Pin;

-words for different numbérs. | i

and gcience;inéreage our capacity to § 't

who conaidered the cycles more in%u::gn:
than the seasons, based their caléndar on
continuous cycles covering ﬁunﬂ:eds of years
from the past on into the future; They
observed the stars carefully, calculating

past and future a;tiéﬂﬁnicnl eventa.

The Hiian devalnpgd a iritinﬁ Qf;;gm that
everyone could understand, which means it
can be cnnlidgggd."ttua? utitiﬁs;"They
‘uiéﬂ thene‘aynbﬂia aﬁa ;1gns to write books
and keep historical records. 'Thgiriﬁistnty
was recorded in. stone ntglla by carving
dates ;nd avants pfim;tily concerned with .
gods and rulers. Althnngh unly partly
understood by @médern archaeologists, they
can sﬁili be read today. - ' ‘

The Pimas uged a writing system that only the

not be éoﬁ;ide:ed'ﬁriting?ﬁ.lh each viliagg

‘one men kept a réeafd of the year's héﬁﬁé’

. ings, carving signs and synboia he ﬁade up.

himself en K pie

" he. cﬂuld regd Ehem, sg vEEE hE died the

: hiata:y ended. Snne ?1!; :gcutda egvered

ye:ru Bf hintary

writer could undeérstand, which means it can

Student Booklet uni; II
P. 10, 11, 12.

Scuden; Booklet, Unit II
IZ Slide 20

Qf aahunfu :1bs; Oﬁly L oEe Jesgth




Unie 1II

The Hayas = 3

DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND !AﬁTUéL INFORMATION

Unit Project: MHake models of Maya
Temples, sculptures, pottery, or
fashione (clothes, jewelry, head

styles).

While both Pimas and Mayas were coucerned uléi

precisely recording events, Pimas kept their

B

Mayas, however, wanted to-racord all of
:régcinni p:sg;‘pfeéénti and fg:ute; There~
fore their system was more :ﬂﬁéiex than :ﬁe
Pimas', engbling‘:hgé to count to very high

operations.

Encourage the stidents to become familiar with
a type of ;?:isti; p:gaantgtiﬁn very dif-
‘ferent from the weatern style. If they
~°baérve:tha deEaii; ea?éfuliy they will
emerge with ﬁuch in:n:ggcion about Hgy#

customs.

records for only one year or one gencration .

All sources in the
bibliography may be
uged, Teacher may use .
any of her own ideas or
delete the Unit Project
as she chooses,




UNIT II ~- THE MAYAS

Description to accompany transparencies:

Tl. (Top) —-- Man with a biowgun. The Mayas used spears and cliubs, but
they also used the blow gun which they had borrowed from the
people of South America. The man with the biaw pipe 18 a common
citizen. He is very simply dressed with a loin cloth around his
waist. ”

(Bottom) —-- Peasants bringing food to the priests. A Méya pea§an;
produced more food ;han“he and his family cauld'use@. This extra
food was distributed to the priestsband schniars; The priest
sits on a platfﬁrm and has the most qrnate_hgaddress. The helper
of the priest counts tﬁé'faad in thé=baskef:   '

T2. Maya priest gives ordefsvfo warfiafsfofvﬁﬁntéts. The priest ‘aits in

the Temble;' Ngte the steps 1eading up to the temple and the richly

carved roof Qf the temple. The 1ines that ccm t ef the mouth of

the priest are wcrds., The servant oflthe prieat tanding on the'

sceps is the one. who is actualx“ speaking tcjthe arriars.u The

T3. These are sgme of th

T4. A mare camplicated‘




Unit II

Transparency description (cont.)

TS. Some of the dates could become very complicated, almost like stories.
Here there are three dates. Above, the Venus god is carryiﬁg
the sky on his head. The time is the wet season, so it is depicted

like a stream where birds are floating. Underneath the water ar:z

stars shown like ribbons.
T6. These are more dates. All these illustrations came from the few Maya
books that are left Note the héaddfeéses‘cf the people and the
nose ring ornament. Also note hoﬁ the numbers are again indicated

by lines of dots.
T7. This shows more dates. Frcm these dates we -can also 1earn about aspects
of daily life. 1In the top part are,shGWnJaltars.« In the lower part

we see a priest in a temple giving ord rs to two peaple‘weaving '

pqnchcs. | v

T8. Here are two more dates_" one‘EF;Js the eight heavens divided betwggn

night (mgon) and day, (dark sun) Thg foerings rise from the c
V'Qﬁ“

altar - below where the fire is burning, and gc up to heaven.%

very similar to the way Aztecs !
f B c

the right afe two-solar disks
L !
=

dEPicted the suﬂ. e

This shows picture writing in Arizana. Tﬁe,ciréﬁléfmdééign‘bting% to
e

Tg!
mind the splar disks and the cycle ﬁf time af the Mayas.




UNIT II -= THE MAYAS

pesg;igtign to accompany slide presentation:

1.

9.

10.

11.

14,

Maya Pyramid -- the typical Ha&a temple was built on a platform made
of earth. Many steps led up to the ;emple, the roof of which was
very ornately decorated with stomne cafvings;

Another Maya Pyramid.

Maya palace made out of stone and very elaborately carved.

Maya date froﬁ a stone stela.

Stone masks carved out of stone probably cf priests, Notice earrings
and nose rings. |

An important person goes on a trip. AHe_;s‘cérriad on the shdﬁiders of
his servants and followed bv warriors; VThe‘warriors §re héiﬁingQZ

clubs, and wear loin cloths and'eariiﬁgs. :.“‘

‘Maya methods of éaering loads.

The carved stone circle shaws a man playing a ball game. He is hitting

the ball with his hips_ Ln chis game it was forbidden tc tauch thef"”"a‘

ball with the hands or feet. All arcund the bgrder,is writing., N

Earliest Maya date carved on a jade pendan

Sun god of clay..v‘éw

b

CDIB god carved in St v!ﬂe With headdressv

Corn god. Corn was always"depicted as



Slide Description (cont.)

15. Woman grinding corn on a stone, baskets and pots.

16. Pima women grinding corn. The stone and the position are almost the
same as the Maya.

17. Maya house (modern). This is probably the same as in ancient times.

Walls are made of sticks and mud and covéred with plaster. FRoof

straw slopes sharply to shed off the water.

Hy

o
18. Gold necklace.
19. Circular designs on rocks found on Pima Reserﬁationg
20. Pima Keeper of the éaleﬁdar record. The signs are carved on a piece

of cactus rib.




UNIT II -- SOURCES

Castletter and Bell, Pima and Papago Indian Agriculture, University of

New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1942.
Slides: Maya slides 1 through 20.
Student Booklet. Unit II

Transparencies: T-1 through T-9.

Underhill, Ruth, The Papago Indians and Their Relatives the Pimas, U. S.
Department of Interior, B. I. A. Branch of Eduéation. Washington, Db.C.

1941. -

Visual Teaching in Mexico, Fideler Visual Teaching, Grand Rapids, Michigan.




PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY GF MEXICO

In the Central Valley of Mexico a large Indian population lived
on the shores of Lake Texcoco. These Indians borrowed many ideas
from the Mayas, such as writing and counting. - In addition, they
built irrigation systems surrounding the lake which caused large
cities to develop. Soon these people had conquered many other tribes
and were governing a large empire. This empire was later overcome,
first by the Toltecs, then by the Aztecs. Finally it was destroyed
completely by the conquering Spaniards, led by Hernando Cortez

(Figure 1).

GULF oF MEXICO

Lake Xaltocan P .
Villa Rica

@ _Teotihuacan / "\\
| - ju))& \“‘ Dg La Vera Cruz
Azcapotzalco Texcoco ‘?’_? N H
Tlatelolco te Texcoco -
Tenochtitlan Lake Texcoco ,;’g . :
lh | " .c .
Culhuacan, e Chalco :, ‘ f{? éf » rempoala
Lale S=sa { ARt )
Xochimileco "\__ / o ( A L
i T LT ) ) ’l,

~ = ~= CORTEZ'S ROUTE ' ES
(Figure 1) |



Agriculture

It was in cencral:Mexico, long before these empires began that
early Indians first learned to grow plants. In this semi-arid land
several tribes of people lived for thousands of yearxs in small groups
and villages. Their farming methods became better and better so they
had a variety of foods. Many different types of pottery were made
for use in cooking these foods. About the time the Mayas built their

first temples, the people in Central Mexico were becoming very skilled

at agriculture.

(Figure 2)
In the Vélley of Mexico, the rains came only at certain times
{ .
of the year. Some years had much more rain than others, but there

was always the problem of finding EnDugh,WétET to grow. the crops. 1In

the middle of the Valley of Mexico, however, there was the huge lake

called Texcoco. This lake was a source of ﬁealth since it was surrounded

by marshes with many birds and fish,:pfpviding a fich,focd supply. The .

gl
i
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lake was also a goed water source and tribes who had land close to the
lake were better off than the people who lived farther away. Lake
Texcoco had enough water to support many cities. The largest and most

. limpcrtant of these cities in the Valley of Mexico was called Teotihuacan.
By the time of the Spanish conquerors, millions of people lived in

cities around the lake.

Man-made islets
called '"chinampas'
supported several
crop plantings

" per year for the

Aztecs.

(Figure 3)

The Empire and the Emperor

The system of government thét developed in Mexico was first a
"city-state' whicll later became an "empire." In the city-state, each
tribe (or city) was independent. Cities came into conflict, however,
and one would be conquered by another. After.a time, one city ruled
over the whole valley. This was the beginning of the Eﬁpire. Tﬁe

empife included people of different tribes, languages, and customs,




all ruled by one king or emperor. In Mexico, this emperor directed

the government. ruled over the tribal leaders, and headed the army.

In exchange for government protection, the psople worked for the
emperor. In the same ﬁai,pecple today give part of the money they earn
to the government in the form of taxes.

Problems of governing became complex because the dry climate
forced many people to live near the 1ak‘. Government, under these
crowded conditions, became more organizéd than that of the Mayas.
Besides the usual governing tasks, the lake cities had two imporctant
worries: 1) making the best use of its water; and 2) keeping other
tribes away from the lake. The government controlled the water by
having people build irrigation ditches. Then they regulated how much
water each person could receive for his field. The government also
formed armies to keep others away from the water and to conquer enemy
cities nearby.

The emperor lived in the most powerful city, énd conquered cities
sent him food as tributes. Once a year before the harvest, when food was
scarce, the empercor distributed this food among the people of his city.
A generous emperor gave’' away all the food. A stingy;ﬁne kept as much

as he could for himself and his court. - {Figure é)‘

(S aiive A) '



Other Leaders

The members of different tribes in the empire were not inde-
pendent like the Mayas but lived together in cities. FEach city was
governed by a prince who, in turn, obeyed the emperor. The prince

made all the decisions without consulting the pecple. The people had

to obey their leaders, however, or they were killed or made slaves.

Warrdiors Slaves
{Figure 5)

As the cities grew larger and there were no more small villages,
1ifé!be¢ame more complex due to many people living clcsg ﬁ@gether.’
Around the year 300 AD, the most important city near L%ie Texcoco

o ' | . ,
was Teotihuacan. This and other cities in the valley %ad beautiful

plazas in the center. Around the plazas were temples of the gods, and
palaces of the leaders. These palaces and temples were made out” of

stone or of adobe that had been plastered and péinted all over. The

T

common people lived in simple adobe houses which were arranged.aléng
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streets. These people helped build the palaces for the leaders by con-
tributing a certain amount of their labor to building. (Figure 6) 1In

return, before harvest-time when food was scarce, the emperor would

distribute to the people the food from the conquered cities.

Toltec Temple (Figure 6)

Primitive Tribes

In the mountains around the Valley of Mexico amd to thé North
lived many tribes, who did not make as much progress in agriculture
and iived a more "wandering' way of life. They had little water and,l
thg;efcre, could not farm. They lived the same way their ancestors
had 51Ways lived -~ by'huﬁtiﬁgi andrgaghering the seéﬁs of mésquite,
cactus and yuéca. Also they often faided'ﬁheir wealthier neigﬁbois.
One of these Northern tribes suddenly moved down to the Valley of |
Mexico and conquered thg cities by the lake. fhe,?eople of this tribe
called themselves the "Chichiﬁécs" which'ﬁeaﬁs,"Ihe ?éaple of the Dog

Lineage." Their legendary leader was named Quetzalcoatl which means

€1
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the "plumed serpent." Quatzacoatl was a warrior and a medicine man.
Later when he grew old, other medicine men became jealous and tricked
him into getting drunk. Then they killed him.

The "Dog" people were very good.fighters but they had one important
advantage éver the§lékeédwellers- Where the People of the Valley of
Mexico knew only the spear and szpear—thrower,
as did the Mayas, the primitive tribes used the
bow and arrow as well as shields. (Figure 7)
With the help of this new weapon, the
"chichimecs" conquered the Valley and

destroyed the great city of

Teotihuacan. Thé conquerors,

however, soon changed

their wandering ways
and learned to live

like the people

(Figure 7}

Ptimitiver,
Tribes used Bow
and Arrow.

"6z




They built their own city by the lake and called it Tula. They became

rulers of all the other people in the Valley.

- s

Toltecs T

The "Chichimecs", after settling in the Valléy around the year
900 AD, made many cultural advances. They adopted the calendar and
built their own temples and palaces. They also brought their gods and
their religion into the Valley of Mexicec where they became mixed with

earlier beliefs. They began writing their own history, and at this

time they changed their name to Toltec. Soon the word
"Toltec" took on the meaning of "civ%lized people."
The Toltec language belongs to a 1arée group of
languages called 'Uto-Aztecan.'" All the languages
in this group have something in common. Pilma,
Hopi, Ute and Aztec are'languages that beloqg to
this "Uto-Aztecan" group.

During the negt 300 years the Toltecs
sént thelir armies of soldlers and their
traders all over the Indian worid. (Fig. 8
They conquered the Maya cities and sent =~
traders all the way to Arizoma where
they influenced the E@h@kams- The
Toltecs also conquered the Mayas and
learned “the Maya ideas about time.
These ideas included the belief that
time went in cycles and that thé:e ‘
were many different;destruétiéns 63

J;BJKQ‘> : (figute 8)

- Toltec Soldier

TNt 84 Th A e ©
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of the world. At the end of anj time cyele, particularly the 52-year
cycle, all the fires were put out and there was a period of mourning for
two days. During this period, people weré afraid that the time for world
destruction had come, and that the sun might not come up the next day.

At this time human sacrifices were made to the gods to feed them and to
renew their power and also to insure that the sumn would rise the next
morning. Usually the people who were sacrificed were war prisoners.
Sacrifices were made by the priests.

The Toltecs believed in a heaven where all people
would go if they lived a good life and served their city.
They also believed that all warrior¥ who died in battle
went straight to heaven as well as all women who died in
childbirth, Heaven, to the Toltecs, was a beautiful
garden where people just walked and sang the whole day.
This idea may have been based on the admiration of the
people for the gardens of the priests. These gardens were
beautiful places with little rivers, many fruit trees and
exctié birds that had beén brought from distant lands by
traders.

Another aspect of Toltec religion was the ball game
which was played on large ball courts. These games,
played with a rubber ball, were partly religious and when

one city played'against another, many rituals and ceremonies

aw» aﬂ;n | | €4 , | o
EKC 1gure 9) .

Aruntoxt provided by Eic:

Toltec Design
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were involved. Sometimes two cities would play s game of ball instead

of engaging in a battle. The loser of the game would then lose their

lands, or perhaps become slaves to the winner. (Figure 10)

Toltec Ball Game

(Figure 10)

During the time of the Toltecs, the Hohokams wereiinfluenéed by
wandering Toltec traders. The big Hohokam city of SnéLetﬁwn wgs‘built
during this period. The Hohokams also had a large bail éaurt at
Snaketown, and knew of the beliefs of the Tolteecs. ESince they did not
leave a written history like the Toltecs, hcwever,{hé cannot be sure

of Hohokam beliefs. We do know that copper balls and gold ornaments

found at Hohokam ruins must have come from Toltec traders.



Aztecs

In the thirteenth century AD another pfimitive tribe came into the
valley and conquered the cities by the lake including Tula, the Toltec
city. These people, called Aztecs, had left their tribal homelands some-

where in the mountains of Northern Mexico because their god had told them to

leave. The god had

told the Aztecs to

wander until an eagle
appeared to them.
The eagle would be
sitting on top of a
cactus in the middle
of waters devouring
a snake. (Fig. 11)
The Aztecs fallcwéd
the command of their
god. When they came
to the Valley of
Mexicc‘they were de-.
spised and chased away
by the other tribes
there because they (?igurg 11)7 _
were wild and the people of the Valley'éefe éiviiiéé&.::Ihé§ffiﬁallj féund'-
an island in the middle of the lake wheré.ncﬁcdy‘elée ﬁaptéd.to 1ive; .Tﬁere
on the‘island'ap eagie appeared to the Aztecs and sat'on éVcag:Q§, jgst-as
the god had predictéd. ‘The year was 13;5{ ‘ | |
The Aztecs remained on the iSlandﬂbut";bg ﬁeqple of‘:hé,ciﬁies'still

Q despised them. LitEle by little; hoﬁéver,ithE'Aztécs started to bﬁild thgir'
| e | .




own ¢ity on the island, and they set out to conquer the other people all
around the lake. By the year 1428 they had conquered all of the citiles
and had become the rulers of the empire. All other people had to pay
taxes and tributes to them. The littie city of the Aztecs called Tenochitlan
became very rich and big. It was connected to the mainland by several '
bridges called causeways.

The Aztecs were very fierce warriors who killed their war prisoners
as a sacrifice to their gods. They asked heavy tributes from the people

they conquered. This included all kinds of food, clothing and precious

stones. Since the city of the Aztecs was built on a small island, there was 3

not much room for farming. The tributes were partly used to feed the people
as well as the army. Other  tributes were used to decorate énd enrich the-

palaces of the E?peror and the prilests, as Qell as temples of the gods. : i
Because of these{tributes all the.other cities hated and feared the Aztecs,

(Figure 12).
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Aztec Daily Life

%
The clothing of the Aztecs wasg quite simple, (51€

with some differences between the "commord’ people
and the "upper class" people. The men wore a cotton E"
cloak that was rectangular and tied over the right
shoulder or at the chest, (Figure 14). Cloaks were
usually painted with very bright colors, and were
woven from cotton brought in by traders from tropi-
cal lands. Under the cloak the men wore a simple
apron of cloth. The women wore a plain white
shirt, although "upper class " women also wore a -

(Figure 13)
blouse, (Figure 13). Both men and women went

barefooted, though the "upper classes" sometimes wore sandals. These sandals
were of many different varieties. Some were made with Precicus stones, soms
from the skins of wild animals like the jaguar, and some from feathers of
tropical birds.

Cleanliness was considered a virtue and children were taught to bathe in
the lake, to wash and clean their mouth daily, and to keep their clothes
clean. Children were also cautioned against using paint and makeup tc look
beautiful. But the girls 1iked to paint themselves just
the same, and used mirrors made of cbsidian whenever they
were available. Jewels and headdresses ‘were also worn and
to the impo;tance of the pe:son, just as. among the Mayas.

Aztec hames were made of adcbe walls with

‘straw roofs and walls whitewashed with lime.,'lhE"

(Figure 14)

many were very elabcrate.; But . they were regulated acaording~'
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floors were of dirt. Beds were straw mats placed on a low platform and
were used during the day as a seat., Family clothes and jewelry were kept
in large baskets with lids. The Aztecs had no fear of theft because
stealing was practically unknown among them. In the center of the house
a wood-burning fireﬁlace, built with three stones, provided heat. 1In
the palaces where there were many rooms, the coals from the fire were
put in shallow pans called braziers, and used to warm up places away

from the fire.

The Spanish Congquest

In the year 1519 the Spanish landed in Mexico (Fig. 15). Their leader,
Hernando Cortez, had with him armed soldiers and horses. For the people of
the Valley of Mexico this year was an important one because it was the end of
a 52-year cycle and the priests had predicted that many misfortgnes would

oceur. The horses of the Spaniards frightened éﬁéngdians who had not been

Gulf of Mexico

vriel

R |
&)

. ‘Caribbean . .
o 5’( n;;;;sf*—f*xgi -

' Route of’ Cortes, 1519
(Figure 15)
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accustomed to such big animals. The firearms of the soldiers were also a
new weapon and could hit at a longer distance than bows and arrows. The
Spaniards also brought with them many sicknesses including smallpox. This
sickness had not existed in Americé before and it killed many Indians, more
than were killed in battle.

The Spaniards were helped by the fact that the Aztecs had been such
cruel masters that other tribes did not feel like cooperating in a common

de

Hy

ense. All these reasons contributed to the speed with which the Spaniards
stormed the gates of the great city of the Aztecs, Tenochitlan. They
captured the Emperor Montezuma and put -him to death. The Spaniards destroyed

all the temples and the statues of the gods, melted all the gold ornaments,

and sent the gold to the King of Spain.
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On the spot where the highest pyramid of the Aztecs stood was builr a
large church, the Church of the Virgin of Guadalupe. This saint later became
the Patron Saint of Mexico. Mexico city, now the capital of Mexice, is buiit
on the same spot where the ancient capital of the Aztecs, Tenochitlan, once
stood.

The Spaniards were very impressed with the splendor and civilization
of the Indians of Mexico. They compared the wealth of the Aztec Emperor to
the wealth of the King of
Spain. Yet one afrthe
purposes of the Spaniards
was to spread the Christian
religion. For this reason
they destroyed all the books
and'temples of the Indians
so that they would forget
their past and be more
ready to accept the new
ways. Only a few of the
books were left and from
these few it is possibie to
learn some thingé about

the Indian way of life

before the Spaniards came.

QUETZALCQATL”_

(from an Aztec carving)
0 Mexieo | .. -
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UNIT 111 == PEGFLE OF THE VALLEY OF MEXICO

LIRECTIONS EZAH?LES A!D PACTUAL IHFDBHATIGR SOURCES
Compore the geographicil festures and The Valley of Mexico is & semi-arid land
climate of che Mayas and the Indians aurrounded by mountains. Lake Texcoco, in
] of the Valley of Mexico. the center of the valley, supports a very

fertile area. There is much climate variety.|
Yucatan 1s a jungle with consistent rainfall,

heavy vegetation, and little climate

contrast.
Compnre the people living fm these The Valley of Mexico supported many different
ATEAE . | triben of people, with different languages

zad customs .
Tucatsn contained cesentially ome tribe, tha
Moyas, who were spread out over a large

lgnd area.

Biscuss cultural pimilarfties. Both groups of Indians develaped an agricul-
ture based on corn, besna and egquash. Both

developed a calendar and a eyatem of writdng.

They ewphasized living in harmony with

natura as apposed to the Eurcpean stress on

cantrol of nature.

§ Compare cultural development from O to During this time period the following events
i 300 A.D. inm Yucatan, Eﬁg Valley of occurred at about/ the same time:
‘ Mexico, and Arizona. %hie WEB A 1) Firat big cig&ea (Teotihuacan) in the
‘ pericd of prosparity ;ﬂd eultural Valley of Mexica.
advance all over Central Hexico ’ 2) Peginning of the Maya civiliration.
and Horth America. 3) 1In Arisona the firat large Hohokam

villages were established iﬁ the South,
and ﬁha firak pueblo villages in the
© Nozch. ' -
43, In Esstern United Etlteu, lnrge agri- - Indians of. the Americas

P- 58-I1lus. pp.. 34,35, .

i

cultur;l villiges were e-:ghlinhed.

Discuga this period of prosperity snd _’ There are nsny reasens punlible far this

why it wae so widespread. : ‘uidenpraiﬂ prosperity and Editurnl'ndinnﬁe.

. ' a Civilisa;ian is centlgiauu. and vﬁen some - Ihnrnneric-n Harita e
: Lo Book of Indians, m1ll.
ld?ln:lu,-t; l;de 1n one ITBI, penple u111 R R =

‘lenrn and :dnpt theﬁ. I: 1; cetguin Ehst

Ehn Hlyll influnneed thz Vlllny of Hex g~f

and tha Vllle; of Ha:i:a 1ﬂf1‘enféd tha

‘!ﬂhbkni sxnca'ghg

‘ . invulved- : "' "xf i o ._ut. _12‘ N : .
Q : : o o : ’ Lo R e et o j;:f




CNIT 1L People of the Valley of Mexico = ¥

DIRECTIONS EXAMPFLES AND FACTUAL INVORMATION SEARCES
Explaim the important cvents that
characterized the folloving time
periods:
1) 300 to 800 A.D. { This was the time period of the eastablishment The Arerican Herirage
- ' Bool_of Indians, p.6l.
of imdependent cities. Teotihuscan repre— S
The Epic of Man, p. 218
sénted the most important and perhaps the T
. Scudent Booklet, p. 5.
most influential of these. .
) . . . The American Heritage
2) 800 ro 1300 A.D. The Toltec invasion endad the independence Bogk of Indians, p.6Z,63
of the eitiez and begsn the expanaion of The Epic of Man, p. 220
their newly formed eppire. The American Heritage
. 7 Book of Indisns, p.72-91
k)] 1300 to 1519 A.D. | The rise of the Aztecs in 1300 marks the - .
he’ginnirng of the third pericd. The
Aztecs tightened the comtrol of the
Emperor over the Empire and improved ’
ite organization,
Coppare the power shifts during this In the Vest, power maved from Egypt to Mesopo—
time period with such power chamges tanis to Greece and Howe, and finally to :
that orfcurred in the western world. France and England. In Europe, however,
the center of power moved from place-to-
place as well as from people~to-pecple.
In Mexico, thé pecple changed but the place
remained the same. The Maya culture was ’ L :
on exception to this shifr since they '
maintained an uninterrupted tradition of
, cultural continuity.
. f . . . .
Ask students their ildeas about the Thie necessity of this turnover ia often Maya student booklet,
neceseity of changes in rule, or . B | expreseed in mychs, thrapgh' cﬁe_ide; of p-14. R ) :
power. Is it ipportant for a : oubsequent crearion. It also has been The ‘:\“ﬁ,eu;—:a“ Heritage k :
. : L et Book of Indians, p.63.
culture to have new ideas, and expressed in the idea of a culture hero- : — N
new. peoplet ) who becomes disgusted 'ﬁﬁth. hié gi:-'gﬁplég;; - : - N ’ : o -
and _b'ﬂngé in a new tribe to géﬁ{uéf" ' i B o : .
them. ’ : :
. - k- !
) . l. i




UNIT 11X

People of the Valley of Mexiic = 3

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic

DIRECTIORS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

Discuse control of water as one

example of problems of govern—

ment (which 4includes eventual

hostilities and possibly war.)

Compare the case of the Fimas'

relationship to the Apaches, and

their relationship to the Papagos.

1)

2)

Apaches tepresented a rribe vith
a cultural difference from the
controlling tribe, the Plmas.
Papagos .repregcnt a gribe with

a culture similar to the Pimas.

Cultural differences can result
in cooperation 1f two peoples
have a common advantage in

being allied.

A fourth tribe, the Maricopa, was also an

In the Valley of Mexico tribes who had
access to, or controlled, astural
resources (mainly water) were wealthy.
Tribes without this advantage were
poOOTET, lived more a wandering way of
1ife, and often actacked and raided the
wealthier tribes.
Along the Gila river in Arizona, the Pimae
controlled the water, irrigated fields,
and maintained. a good food supply. Apaches
1iving in the mountains with no water and
poor agricultural opportunities, often
raided éhe Pimsa, who were wealthier. The
Apaches and the Pimss were extremely
diffe?enc eul;araiLy‘
In the case of the Papagos, another tribe
poorer than the Pimas but also living in
close proximity, there were no raids or
hostility, The Papages, similar in
culture to the Pimas, worked in the fielda
for the Pimas in exchange for food.
Becaiigse they were related to Piﬁaé through
marriage, language and custcema, they
cooperated with them rather than fighting

with them.

agricultural tribe that lived near the Pimag
on the Gila. They spoke a different lanju-
age and had ﬁiffe:en; cugtome from the
Pimas. S:iii.,?iman and Maricopas were
allied agaiﬂat'the more primi:ivé tribes,

mainly Apachea, but also the Mohaves and

anapni. In this cage, the eomgcn

adve n:age ‘of cnuperatign Between eg:abliahedi h

villggea’iighting off -raiding nomads, was

important. -

w5

Student Bookler, p. 4.

Transparency 8.

A Pima Remembers, pp-
45-48. -

The Papago Indians and
Their Relatives the
Pimas. p. 4.

A Pima Remembers; pp.

22=25.
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UNIT 111

People of the Valley of

Hexico - &

DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL TAFORMATION

Establish the common origin of language
of the Uto-Aztecsn tribes (which
includes the Pimas) as beginning in

New Mexico.

Suggest a hypothetical problem for the
students to diecuss. What would have
happened if the Pimas had twe unfriend
ly tribea, Maricopa and Apache, both

wanting the water supply?

O

ERIC

A 7o providea o eric [

Compare this hypothecical problem with
the situation in the Valley of

Maxico.

Discuss how control over natural
resources brings out the pecessity
for leaders. Leaders, in addition,

need an organization or suietnmgnts

Discuss hew leaders can. be éure_thit B

‘they }épréseﬂ: the will of :hévﬁéaplzT'

This comnon langusge source resulted in
similar culturee being develsped by
all tribes in the Uto-Aztecan group.

Other fac:afé influencing the formstion

of these similar cultures were: similari-
ties of climate and actual historical
connection.

Different aituations could have brought about
different results. 1) The Pimas might
have attacked and conquersd the Maricopas
since they lived in villages. 1In this
case, the combined forces of the Pimas
and conquered Maricopas could easily
hold off the Apaches, though they atill
could not conquer them because they had
ng villages to conquer, but lived a
nomadie life.

2) If, on the other hand, a large group
of Apaches attacked the Pimas at the same
gime the Maricopas decided to attack, the
Pimas, with enemies on two aides, might
easily be conquered. -

Many different eribes controlled the important
water gource in the central valley of
HMexico during different atages of dgyelapf
ment. The impéttin;e of the resource was
the reason far each succeeding force .to
take over the sres. In each casé the Eribe
to control the water resource was the tribe
that was able ta'déveiap a better ciﬁili=v;
zation. ‘ . ‘

Someone ﬁﬁa:raﬁtrsslsﬁbkeéméﬁ for ﬁhe.ctibe to
deal with d:l{ér.’ teibes, or to lead the o
defenae ér;afféﬂsg:;n‘ﬁgtcle;' A govern-
ment organtzation is needed to back up the

" decisions qf;:hefléjbéfs.

the governnent be

ﬁhe*;ﬁquﬁéﬁ;e of ﬁnﬁf;eédgtg_gte’éhqéénv..by’:

ov'electéd, becom

Student Booklet, p.4

Pima and Papago Indian

Agriculture, pp. 158~
161. :

American Heritageb

Book af Indians, pg. 111

colum 2.

] ‘hlifsacie;igﬁ»“”f”
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CNIT III People of the Valley of Mexico - §

DIRECTIONS EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION SOLRCES
:
gﬁiglnin irrigarion as an example of con- Irrigation increases water availabilitv ro
é trolling or exploiting natural more people. In effect, it increases
z reapurces. the area of agricultural production,
% vhich in turn increases fooed production.
!
gn;geuga the problems ianvelved in Construction of an irrigation system
; constructing an irrigation system. requires an organization, many people
i and puch work. A leader is needed to
é decide the most sultable place te seleet,
g how fast the water should flow and where
the ditch should be dug.
? 1) Canals candot run up hill.
g 2) Cansls cannot be dug through rocky seil.
§ 3) Current cannot be too awift or it will ..
: erode banks.
" 4) Current cannot be too slow or the canal
will silt in.
Discuss the problems involved in Some leader must decide h;w much water each
sdministering the irrigation person is entitled to and how the canals
benefits, and the mafntenance. will be maintained during future years. It
5 beeoﬁes neceasar?yﬂfﬁé};fﬁfei to choose
? leaders vha'uill distribute the water
g Explain some probable important results fairly. (Importance of good gévernment can !
: of controlling natural resources. be atressed.)
1) Brings about an increase of Irrigation in our own valley has greatly
efficient distribution and, there- . increased agricultural production.
fore, in;réasgd production. . Conflicts becweeﬁ'cnntrullin; parties, Anglos { A Pima kemeﬁbetg, PP-
2) Brings about an 1ncf§nse of con- and Indians, also gc;u:?ed in the Salt River 121=12e. j‘
% flict between controlling parties. Valley, with tﬁg result that Ehe agiginai
§ (Efficiency ig often obtained at the Pima vaﬁ of life was almost cnmp}etely
exi.ense of justice.) ,deatfnfed. ‘ :
! Point . out ﬁh;t tha vaf@éus “ucilities“ gtg.i; i
5 Eléé:ricity; water; gsewers, telgﬁhqngs.‘et;' i
g Utilitiés ﬁeedra; arginiéﬂtién,ca ptéﬂuééji Coo e j‘ - , 'é
' ‘ . andrdigtriﬁuﬁe. N:éd éqr d;il;:ie; gsisga ;
ﬁwﬁeﬁvﬁeaﬁié iivértbéeéhefriéVIStﬁé’éféuﬁé": %
and Eanlﬁd lbﬁger(éfovide,fot';;ei;'needs," %
bina1viduail§g'f : o ’ ; E
- ; E i
Q : ; | ' : 7“ . : : B vr3l'f:f": r;?r:,:" ” e
i . BN ANt




Feople of the Valley of Mexica - §

DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCES

Discuss other uszs of government.

Discuas the everyday life of tue

people of the Valley of Mexico.

Government is used to organize people to be
more efficlent, as in the case of yeilities.

Government can algs be used to protect pro=-
perty and defend the people against out-
side forces,

Government can mediate internal arguments
through the establishment of laws.

Government can tske care of »eople vhe are
unable to care ' for themselves. (Ag in the
case of the Aztec emperor's distribution of

food to the poor.)

Life of the people =f t'wo Valley of
Mexieco was similar to American
Indian life like the Pimas. Virtues
included: Cleanliness in general:
ritual clesnliness at certain times
such as afrer killing an enemy inu batrle

- or after childbirth; strength and hard

work; med2aty and simpliecity of clothing
and furniture; emphasis on body

decoration.

§lidea, movie,
transparencies.

Descripfions in
student booklet,
P.l3.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




UNIT III -- PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY OF MEXICO

Descriptions of Slides:

1,

" The eagle and jsguaf wéré?alsq wérsﬁipped By“théf?eép;é?§f £ﬁé;Véllgy

A map of the city cf the Azt'csibnitﬁw"“‘(""'

‘,Hwith the temples and palaces isfnff'

Pottery figurines found in early farming villages in Central Mexico.

This was before the beginning of the great cities.

Toltec invaders, also called the "dog-people" became the rulers of

the lake cities and the Valley of Mexico.

Toltec Statue., The Toltecs became civilized very quickly and learned

to make temples and sculptured figures.

The Toltecs remembered and wrote down their own history. It was

written in books that looked like the one in this picture,

Map of traders' routes, roads, mountains and forests. The Toltec

traders went to very distant places, some of them probably reaching -

as far as Arizona. ' : 3

Feathered Serpant; This was one of the gads of the Tcltecs and
represented one of their cultural heroes, Quetzalccatl (the feathered
serpent). This god was supposed tc have been an actual 1eader

of ‘the Toltecs.

of Mexicé.' Later on the Aztegs had certain é?déésﬁ,éffwgfriést' FRR

dedicaced to the jaguar and the eagle.-; ffygfff'ﬂ
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10.

11,

12.

13i

16‘

17.

(%]

Some of the Temples in the main square of the city.

. A battle scene.

Example of a typical shield.

A list in one of the Aztec books of the tributes, (or taxes), that
one of the conquered eitigs had to pay. This included food, clothing,
and ornaments. The examples shown include an eagle warrior dress,

a shield, and blankets.

Picture writing of the Aztecs.

Pottery figurine from the Valley of Mexico. Examples shown are the

everyday clothing of the people.
Aztec stone mask, probably of a priest or. ruler.

Another Aztec stone mask.




UNIT III - PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY OF MEXICO

Descriptions of Transparencies:

1.

Houses and roofs from the Aztec Period as illustrated in an Aztec
manuscript. The sharply sloped roof was made out of straw; the
wall of sticks covered with mud. In the buildiug with "eared"
roofs, the roofs were made by laying rows of corn husks. The

house construction was quite similar to that of the Mayas.

Shows the products of Aztec artifacts: these artifacts were very
skillfully developed and specialized, each one producing a specific
product.
a) A horn made out of a conch shell.
b) Spindle worls used in spinning cotton.
¢) Spears and a throwing stick.
d) A necklace of shell.
e) Woopden throne.
f) A merchant carrying his wares on his head and his back with a
"tpum? line"; a method of load-carrying similar to th%:Mayas'
and ﬁhé Pimas. of Arizéna.

Left side: Illust;atién of an Aztec wedding. Bride and groom sit. on

a mat in an enclosed room. (Note that ﬁats,a:e‘used;as“an all-purpose

furniture: beds; chairs; tables.)  The wedding is symbolized by tying
tcgether'the'cioaks;’ - | | 7 - S .
Right side: Azté§ ¢1eak$ ﬁi;hxde;é;atibﬁéi"élé;ks;ﬂlikéjmaﬁs;ﬂngé A;

P




Unit III -2

useful in many different wéys; as blankets at night; as clothing
during the day; as symbols of unity diering a wedding. They were
elaborately decorated.
4. Above: Grinding corn on a stone metate.
Making fire with a "firedrill"; a method used by other Indian
tribes including the Pimas.
Catching fish, a very important activity in the cities around
the lake.

Below: A ball game: the square-shaped enclosure represents the ball
court. The two round shapes are the stone rings through
which the ball has to pass in order to score a goal. The
figures on each side are gods who preside over the game.
The figure in the middle of the court is a sacrifice.
Ball games were also played by the Mayas and the Pimas.

5. Classes of people-in Mexican socilety. There are two classes of warriors:

1) regular soldiers; 2) warriors that belonged to special orders. These
orders were called thE»"eaglé" and the "jaguar". éach order ﬁcre
special costumes. There wefe two classes of ieaders,ksmalirlqéal
leadefs, and princeé gnd,rulers of citigs.? The more impaftént the

: [
ruler, the higger and fancier the headress decoration.

Symbols next
to their heads indiéatéa‘the>ciﬁies'which ﬁhéy ?Epfeséntéd. ‘
6. Gitéuiér‘stéﬂe:ﬁaléﬁdéfgéf;Eﬁé ﬁ§£éé§;“ F'

7. Language map of Northwest Mexico ~ and the United States.  This shows

‘that the Pimas‘and{Ag;ééézgnd7T§1t§§s;ﬁéf:;iiﬁ?fiéﬁiééli&”fé;éﬁédjfi}

_they all belonged to a language family calle
~language family include

'ftfiﬁééfiniﬁévéﬂéfﬁbTﬁhéliﬁdiéns;Qf-Fh% alley
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languages within this large lainguage family share words and grammar;
some languages are more similar to one another than others.

Language families and how they work. This shaws how two langauges in
the same language family_are'mare similar to each other than languages

from different language families.
Arizona, shows the relationship of the Pimas to the Apaches, Maricopas

and Papagos.

Shows how irrigation increases the productivity of arid lands.
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THE HOHOKAM

Indians have lived in Southwestern United States from the
earliest times. In this region, Indians developed a way of life that
was, in part, special and diffefent, yvet somewhat similar to the ways of
the Mayas and the Aztecs. Early Arizona was much different from the way
it is today. It was a region with much grass and more rain than is now
evident. Streams flowed throughout the region with no dams to hold back
the water from the valleys. There were large animals and the Indians

were skillful hunters.

became a place of less rain and more desert. Indian ways
of living, then, also had to change. When Arizona became
a dry country around 10,000 B. C. the Indians became
gatherers of seeds (Figure 1) and hunters of small
game animals like rabbits, wild pig, and deer.
These people moved from place to place in
small groups of one or two families.
Sometimes they lived in small shelters of
grass, and semetimes they lived in caves.
Most of the thipgs they léﬁé behing

are found in caves.

v, 4

. (Figure 1)
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Basket Makers

During this period, from around 4,000 B.C., the life of Arizona
Indians was enriched by the cultivation of food plants, corn, squash
and beans. As the cultivation of these planté spread throughout the
Southwest, Indian life became more settled. Permanent homes appeared on
the flat land where the soil was thick and good for growing plants.
People had more material possessions such as baskets, pottery, grinding
stones, nets for carrying and catching animals, mats for sleeping, stone
pipes for smoking, and beads for decoration.

This period is called the basket-maker period because baskets of
all sizes were found in caves, (Figure 2). For weapons the Basketmakers
had bows and arrows, spears and spear throwers,and clubs. 1t seems that
the basketmaker Indians were moving toward a more elaborate way of life.
They had more food and were spending more time making beautiful things.

There are two famous caves where remains of these people have been
found. One is Bat Cave in New Mexico; the other is Ventana cave in southern
Arizona on the Papago Reservation. From the remains that are found in

these caves it can be seen how the people's way of life changed little by

R 1
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little. Kernels of corn were found in Bat Cave which were not wild corn.
It was corn thar had been domesticated around é,OQD B.C., but it was
still very small and was similar to pop corn. From examples such as
this much can be learned about Indian history.
The Hohokam

There are many different theories as to the origin and relatidmships
of most Indian tribes in the United States. Some of the Southwestern
tribes however, seem to have descended primarily from two groups: 1)
the Anasazi in Northern Arizoma, ancestéts of most pueblo cultures; and
2) the Hohokam in Centr;l and Southern Arizona. From the early Hohokam
("'those who have gone"), we have many legends, much evidence of their
pottery (Figure 3) and their skill in irrigation, but few actual facts

as to their origin or their fate. It is fairly certain that the Pima

and the Papago of today are descendents of either the Hohokams themselves,
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or of Indians who moved into the Hohokam land and mingled with or conquered
them.

Some of the history of the Hohokams is available to us through
excavations of their villages. They were a people of many talents, being
skilled artists and excellent farmers. But they were perhaps mest noted
for a social organization that maintained a peaceful society without an
obvious ruling class (Figure 4). By a good afganization of cooperative
living, they were able to create great ﬁorks of engineering.

The Hohokam culture is gemerally divided into periods, identified
by their creative work that has remained,rparticularly the pottery.

These excavated ruins also show the living habits of these early people.

The first period is called the "Pioneer" period, representing about five

¥

(Figure 4)
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or six hundred years, which is represented by Snaketown, Arizona. The
Second period is called "Colonial' period, which, in addition to Snake-
town, was represented by two other excavated areas, one near Roosevelt
Lake aqd another east of Casa Grande. The next petiod, called the
"Sedentary" period, represented the highest peak of Hohokam artistic and
social development. This peak was followed by the "Classic period,
during which time the Hohokams were joined by the Salado people who
were pueblo people. There seemed to be little exchange of culture
between the two, yet they lived in close relatiomship, peacefully.

The Hohokams may have been the first people to grow cotton. Their

land was ideal for cotton, since

Rvéﬁifa the weather was warm and there

([) /j was an abundant water source.

The first villages of the Hohokams,

therefore, were found by the rivers.
Only broken pieces of pottery and
stone remain of these villages, yet
one can tell that many families
lived there together. The families
worked together, and learned to

bring the water from the river to

their fields by making canals. (Fig.

5). Like the people of the Valley

of Mexico, the Hohokams were able

to get better use of the water

‘—_a___‘(Figureisjr ) ‘ through a canal and irrigation

g
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system. By the year 700 A. D. the canal system of the Hohokam was very
large. Many fields were irrigated and the people became wealthy. Some
of these people lived in small villages, a;hers in the town called
Snaketown.,

Snaketown (Colonial Period - Sedentary)

Snaketown was one of the earliest of the large Hohokam communities.
The town was surrounded by fields, irrigated by river water through a
canal system. The people lived here all year around, which meant that
they were able to grow enough food during the growing season to last the
whole village throughout the year.

In Snaketown meay relics were found similar to
those of the PEQE;?;?f ;hg Valley of ﬁgxigg. Sqmg
pottery figurines were similar to those made by
the cerlier Mexican Indiavs. (Figure 6).

Some of the pottery was decorated

with snakes and birds

reserbling the “feathered

seroent"

of Mexico.
Othzy animals found
in the designs on pots
were :ommon desert
animals l1ike the
horned toad and gila

monster. Other items

T L e St s
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cultural ideas between Snaketown and the Indians from the Valley of Mexico.
The Hohokams had copper bells that were tied around their feet as rattles
when dancing. These probably came from Mexico since the Hohokams did not
make such items. The mirror was another item that appears to have come
from Mexico. These mirrors were aecorated on the back with stones and were
used by Hohokam women.

Houses at Snaketown were made of sticks and mud, and there were no
large ornate homes for leaders. Chiefs and priests, among the Hohokams,
lived in the same kind of houses as the rest of the people, though the
gods may have had special houses. Mounds of dirt that were uncovered may %
possibly have been the bases for temples or pyramids. Ball courses at
Snaketown also showed a great similarity to those of the Poeple of the

Valley of Mexico. The ball court at Snaketown was large, and was

apparently used a great deal. (Figure 7)
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The most original artistic work of the Hohokams was their decoration
of shelle. The designs were made on the shell with a juice fermented from
the fruit of the giant cactus. The juice contained so much acid that it
burned the shell so that the design showed indented against the white of the
shell (Figure 8). This cactus julce was similar to the wine-like drink
that was made and used by the Hohokams. Shells were brought from the

Gulf of Califprniai The Hohokams as well as later Indian tribes from

Arizona made the long trek to the Gulf for ocean
salt.
Casa Grande (ClassiclPeried)

Around the year 1300 or 1400 A.D.
a new people came into the valley of
the Gila river. The Hohckams.had
always lived in small houses, but
these new people, the Salados,. possibly
assisted in building the enormous Casa

Grande, which still stande today. Casa

Grande was a four story building. It had
eleven rooms and was built of adobe. e
(Figure 8)
Surrounding the entire structure was a high wall, pfcbablyrfcr protection
against the enemy. Floors of the Casa Grande were made of loge that had
been floated down the river for many miles. They were not made of loecal
mesquite, but of juniper, pine and oak. There wére also two Ball courts

at Casa Grande and a large compound with some old stylefﬁchokam%type houses.,

[




The Casa Grande structure is a good example of how old and new
ideas can exist side by side. The area was rather like a small city,
where there were many small houses and buildings for small families
surrounding one large structure in the center of the town. The people
kept the old style buildings for some family homes, yet were able to
organize a complex four-story building, the Casa Grande.

It is possible that Casa Grande was used as an astronomical cbservatory.
This has been assumed because of some of the non-functional features of
the building itself. For example, there was a hole in one of the walls
of the Casa Grande and another hole in the wall on the other side. At the
time of the spring equinox on March 21, the sun shines through one hole
and out the other as in a solar observatory, thus marking the time that
day and night are of equal lengths. (Figure 9) (ihe same phenomen occurs
during the autumnal equinox.) It is known that the Indians began their planting
season at this time, knowing the days would continue to grow longer. It
has been guessed, therefore, that the purpose of the holes was to observe
the movemerni of the earth, and that the people of Casa Grande (like the
Mayas and the Aztecs), were - |

good astronomers., It is

impossible to'say
for sure because
they left

no writing.

Uppermost room of

 Casa Grande ruins

(Figurg 9)




The Early Pimas

Today in the Gila Valley, Indian people live on lands formerly
inhabited by the Hohokam. These are the Pimas. The Pimas call themselves
0'odham, the people. They have a tribal history just as the Mayas and the
People of the Valley of Mexico have. Pima history, however, was mot written;
it was told by the old people to the young people and remembered in this
way. This tribal history talks about the Hohokams and their cities and

villages which the Pimas called ''waa-ki", meaning "ancient house." (Fig. 10)

" (Figure 10)

The earl&léeaélé in the area described
at least three érgups éfiIndians in Arizona
who were called O' odhaﬁ. These were the
Pimas (river pecple), the Papagcs (desert pecple) and the Scbaipuris,

This latter group lived on the Santa Cruz and the San Pedra River.
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They had many fights with Apache raiders and finally became absorbed into
the other two groups. Pimas and Papagos have retained their identity
until today. The early Pimas shared many things in common with the
Hohokam. They lived in the same land, probably ate the same type of
food, and used the same canals to water their fields. Many Pima fields
are still in places where the early Hohokam fields had been.

Pima Government

Little is known about the government of the Hohokams who preceded
the Pimas or how much influence they might have exerted on the early Pima
tribes. Unlike the Mayas and the People of the Valley of Mexico, however,
the early Pimas were the only truly democratic tribe in method of govern-
ment. The Pimas held council meetings where all the old men of the village
got together and talked freely about the things that concerned them. All
had to agree before a decision was made. There were one or two men who
were "set above the others;" these were men who were fair and wise. These
men would start the fire in the evening and call the people to the meeting.
(Figure 11). Meetings took place around the fire and as they talkéd, the
people smoked tobacco. For this réascn the same word was used for "meeting"
and "smoking.' In this

democratic situation, the ' gf RO ' G

leaders were not hchiefs."
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Their power was based on their moral authority and the respect in which
they were held by other men. They had no power to make decisions alone,
and nc police to enforce any decisions. When the Spanish came, they
called these people governors or chiefs and assumed thev had more power
than they had, since the Spanish were used to an "empire' government.

A few other men within the Pima group were set apart from the others.
These were the medicine men who had special powers concerning the weather
and sickness. These powers were supposed to be used only to help the people,
however, and not to gain power or to order people to do particular things.
A Pima who was a very good warrior was also considered to be somewhat set
apart, and he would be the one to lead a war party or to make speeches
before starting éut on a war campaign. During times when the Apaches

were raiding a great deal, many small villages grouped together for pro-
tection. 1In this way the warriors could keep a watch for enemies and
the rest of the men could grow and harvest the food. Thus, theAariginal

reason for the Pimas to group into larger villages was the need for

protection against the enemy.

?ima"Wafzélub;'
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In matters of government, therefore, it is notable that the Pima
leaders differed greatly from the leaders of the Mexican tribes. The
Pima leaders were chosen and respected for their skill and 1earhing in
the areas of war or counseling. They did not have power over others
without full agreement. Mexican leaders were set up as leaders to be

obeyed on fear of punishment or death.

Pima Ceremonies

Pima ceremonies show some similarity to the ceremonies of the
Mayas and the People of the Valley of Mexico. The Pimas did not make
human sacrifices to the gods, however, nor did they build temples or
pyramids. Yet some éimilarity existed because the ceremonies were
related to the powers of the earth. Rain for crops was important to
all Indians as well as a plentiful supply of game. Ceremonies involving
such things as crops and rain took place in most Indian cultures. The
rain dance in August was one noted ceremony among the Pimas. o

Pimas also had enemies and they were concerned with being sﬁrcng

themselves and making sure the enemies were weak. In order to be strong,

the People of the Valley of Mexico fed

their gods with human blood. The Pimas,

Ly P,

o
~

on the other hand, believed their power

A,

came from the enemies they killed in

battle.“‘But the Pimas were also afraid

.
T -

of power and believed thac'pcwer was
dangerous. As soon as a man had killed

an enemy, he would kill no more.  He

97
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blackened his face and staved awav from people until he could be purified.

Killing was a serious thing to the Pimas.

Pima Games

Games were as important to the Pimas as thev were to the Mayas and
the Mexican Indians. Pimas gambled and raced against each other; villages
also competed against other villages (Figurel2). Bets were placed on
who would win. When races were to be held there were great preparations.
The racers practiced a lot and the families piepared much food because it
was a custom to give away food to families of the visiting villages.
Races were more than just races; they were important occasions when people
came together and renewed their friendship with one another. This was

similar to the earlier Hohokam ball-court days, when games were an important

occasion between villages, not merely a game of sport.




Pima Legend

The Pimas have many legends concerning the Hohokams and what
happened to them. One of these legends involved "Elder Brother," whose
name was "Etoi" (Figure 13).

The Hohokams lived on this side of the earth because Elder EBrother
had created them and put them here. But Elder Brother became angry with
them, so he went to the other side of the Earth where he found another
people, The Pimas. Elder Brother led these people through the earth
and they emerged from a hole into the Gila Valley. Elder Brother led
them and they began to fight the Hohokams. Legend tells how the people
conquered one by one all of the villages of the Hohokams.

First the people went to Casa Grande Ruin where the chief was called
Morning Blue Sivan. Here they fought and the Pimas conquered the Hohokam.

Next they went to a place

18 miles west of San Tan where
the chief was called Kia-
atak Sivan. This town

was also conquered. Four
miles west of San Tan was
another town whéfé'they

again fought. Here the

chief's name was Dipper Sivan.
From here thevaént»to
Sweetwater where thej
conquered the tqwn>1'k

and 1its
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chief Flying Sivan. Casa Blanca was their next stop where chief Black
Sinew Sivan and his people were defeated. The last fight took place at
Gila Crossing where chief Lizard Sivan and his people became the last of
the Hohokams to be conquered by the Pimas.

After this, each Pima group chose a spot to settle down and build

houses, and they lived in the land peacefully from then on.
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UNIT IV - - THE HOHOKAM

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORHMATION

SOURCES

Review Arizona Prehistory material

on early gatherers in Unic ome.

Take atudents on a field trip
to gather edible materials and
ts deaonatrate why:
1) an esrly gacthering band
wag on the move all the
Eime.
2) much time was spend on

food preparation,

Review with students how ;t:heaiagiéta

reconatruct the past from remains.

EXAMPLE: Corn from Bat Cave

Draw a chart of contacts betwaen

Mexico and Arizona Indians, including
the Hohokam.

Discuss and review how changes are
brought sbout by agriculture.

EXAMPLE: The Basketmakers

Explain the three major agricultural
traditions which came from the
Basketmakers.

Aﬂll!i?

Arizona prehistory is typlical of the desert

gathering deacribed im unit one.

Try to arrange the erip ar a tioe of year
when most fruits are in aeason.
Point out to students that the
available foods may be widely scattered,
thus they take a long rimeé to gather
as well as to prepare for consumption.
Have students label the plants they
collect and list seasons :he,j; are

available and methods of preparation.

Diacuss from what miniite seraps of information

archeclogists can reconstruct the habita of
. the people.

Diacusa the origins of the corn and the date
of Bat ca;e corn, 4,000 B.C. Reread with
the atudents Unit one on the domeatication
of corn. When was corn first domesticated?
Was there any wild corn in Arizona? Wherte |

is Qild corn found?

Bat cave corn may be the firrt avidence

of contact between Mexico and Arizona.

Life becomes less nomadic when food sources

sre abundant. People spend lesa tiee
obtaining fosd and more time providing
addicional comfnrts (bettér homés, cin:ﬁe:).
More leisure Eime also provides for artiscic
and Euleurai'advgncgl. People live 1in
larger groups; therefore there is more

need for defense from enemles since :hefe
are more possessions. Their material goods
ihgfeﬁ:e because they are now a sedentary

fiﬁher than “wandering' pecple.

Anasazi, Hohokam, Mogollon.

These penplg.;ived‘in the mgun:gig;»af
."Ariganl‘.éd‘ﬂevgiaped-:hg pﬁefiéiijpg of .

house. Both . the Hopis and ‘the Navahos

adopted the Anai xi ways, tho ,F}:héf

. Navajos ‘came wuch lacer to the area from

" the Narth.’

Lnit one.

The Pima Indians, p.69-83

Unit one and Unit two

I A S




UNIT IV
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D7RECTIONS EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION SOURCES
Hahokam Hohokams lived (n the desert where wars Hisrory of the Ancient
houses were not NeceRBAYyY. Thelr houses Southwest

wvere ,therefore, much different frox the
pueblo typz. They were noted for their
adaptation of the deaprrt environment :hraugg

highly skilled methods of irrigation.

Mogollen These people lived mostly in New Mexico and

were gkilled in agriculture. They were

noted for their naturalistic pottery style

whieh displayed many different animal

deaigns.

Each of these three cultural traditions

adapted to the geographie conditions of
their respective environments.
Pimas are tLé heirs of the Hohokam cultural
‘ tradition, but it is not certain that : j

they are the descendants of Hohokam peoplae.

Some Pima histories deny thig. Other
trihes who live in Arizona:took on some

traics of Hohokam and Anasazi culture.

-

The Maricopas learned in part from the
Hohokam, the Supals and Yavapal frem the

Hopis (Anasazi).

Discuss the relationship between the Mexican traders, who were widely traveled,
Hohokams and the People of the surely found thelr way to Arizona. Tuere 1d i
Valley of Mexice evidence of their influence in Hohokam

pottery. From this we can see that

instruments as did the Moxican tribes.

STLDENT PROJECTS: To avoid teaching
Pimas directly about their own
culture, ask scudents to carry
out the following projects. Students
might be divided inta gEoups and
lusigﬁed a project which can la;ef be
raported on, to the clasa and perhsps

" illustrated by Franspar?nciel of thelr

awn.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

UNIT IV

Tie Hohokas = 3

DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCES

PROJECT 1: In what ways were the
Hohokam similar to the People of the
Valley of Mexico? Hake a ehart of the
similarities and differences, and

illuscracte {ic,

PROJECT II: Pottery decoration.

Study the portery designa of the
Hohokam. How do these designs
illustrate the customs of these people?
Try to correlate, by chart ‘and drawings,
the designs with the customs. (If time
petmits, or for outside work, mtudents
coull be encouraged to maka their oun
pottery, using their own designs,)
TPOJECT III Irrigation. Make a class
presentation of the benefits derived
from irrigation and the changes caused

by irrigation on the culture of people.

(A vorking model might be attempted.)

PROJECT IV. Houses.

Compare Pima and Hohokam houses,
Make illustrations and list contrasts
and similarities.

Present your findings

to the class.

in what ways were the Hohokam different? Find
Arizona and the Valley of Mexico on a nap.

How far apart are they? Make some guesses as
to how ideas could have been exchanged between
twc people so far apart. »
What kind of tribes live in between? On the
basis of vhat you have learned can you make
some guesses about how they adapted to their
environment? What differences are shown
between tribes who Iived glgsevtﬂ tivers and
those who 3ived in deserts and mountains?
usame designa in the pottery show people; some
show activitiag connected with music or with
vork. Are any of these similar to the Pima
culture? What other people carried loads on
their heads bgsides the Pima? Which people had
Ehé most elaborate designa? Which people hlﬁ
more leisure time for artistic work? From
the shapas of the pottery, can you suggeat hew
they were uzed?
What people we have rtudied make use of
Lrrigation?
#th: type of climate is there in irrigated
areas ?
Can one man alone build an irrigation system?
How do people decide how to share the water?
Do we need irrigation today?
Whaz'argas in the Gila valley were green in
Show them on the map. What would. happen to
Phoenix without irrigation?

Do Pima hausea fesemblglﬂuhakam houses

more than they resemble Maya and Aztec heuses?
What kinds of mg:efiéla wvere used ;ﬁ the old
type Pima house? »

How do we know how Hohokam houses looked?
How is CEsa'G:an&e different from other

thgkém ﬁauaeg? : ‘

How 18 the difference explained?

the past, but are now dry because of water lackf

ggerigaﬁrﬂurlcagg Book
of Indians,pp. 112, 122
123, paragraph 2 and 3.

The Hohokam, pg. 274,
276, 277.

Unit three and Unit four

Excavation at Snaketown,
Plate CLXVIII, CLXVIII,
CLVIII

[The Papago Indians and
heir Relarives cthe Pimas
g. 10 —=

he Pecple of the Crimson
Evening, p. 54

ndians, p. 112
(Illustrations of Potte

Pima and Papage Indian
jAgriculture, Pg. 158 to
162.

erican Heritage Book of
Indians, pg 111. column 2

lInit three.

Unit Four

Excavations at Snaketo
‘pg. 90. Plates XV, XVI,
XVII, XXI, XXII,

The Hohokam pg. 687

People of the Crim
Evening, pg 14 - 19.
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UNIT V

The Hohokar - 4

DIRECTIONS

EXAMPLES AND FACTUAL INFORMATION

SOURCES

PROJECT V. Games.

Studv and compare the games played
by the Mayas, the People of the
valley of Mexicc and the Hohokams.

Arrange & ball game among students
to illustrate how the games were

played.

PROJECT V1 Govemmbment

Compare the government of the Pima
tribe and the Aztec Empire.

VPrggen: the cless with an actual

demonatration of how each type of

government operated.

Find out as much As you can about the ball
games plaved by these three peoples. How
was the game played? In what way was the

ball game more than just simply a game?

what kind of ball gamea do Pimss play? How
do these games differ from the old ones?

Why do we say that the Fima ball game vas

an important social evenat as well as just a

game?

Pimas and Aztecs had different systems of
government because their socleties were
of different sizes and complexities. What
were the responsibilities of Pima and Aztec
chiefs?

How much pewer did they have?

Explain in your demonstration the differences

Explain some of the similarities of tribal
history between the Pimas and the Aztecs.

Why were these histories gimilar? BHoth Aztecs
and Pimas were late comers to tﬁe;: culturall
area. Did this contribute to a similsfity

in tribal history?

Fima Legggdg pg. 8-14

American Heritage Book
of Indians, pR. 45,
102, 101.

The Hohokam, p, 73,

Indians of the Americas,

pE. 203, 256, 4th para-
graph.

The Papago Indiana and
Their Relatives the Pima,

p. 31, 34.

The American Heritage
ook of Indtans pp. 112
Second Paragraph, pg-
89=91,

Unit three, pg. 3.

Indians of the Americas,

PR. 243-46, Z58-63.




UNIT IV -- THE HOHOKAM

Description of Slides:

1,2,3,4.

5,6.

7.

Pima Pottery. Note some designs, like the round dance and

people standing, are somewhat reminiscent of Hohokam designs.

Pima shields were made of leather and decorated like those of

the Aztecs.

War clubs.

8,9,10,11.Bows and arrows. Pimas used the bow and arrow, as did the

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Hohokam, Aztecs and most other tribes in Arizona-

Tobacco pouches made out of leather. Tobacco was very important

in ceremonies and in healing. Pimas grew their own tobacco.

These are belts woven by Pimas. The Hohokam grew cotton as

did the Pimas. The old men did the weaving.

Pima feathered headdress. Like Aztecs and Mayas, Pimas liked to
paint their bodies and hair. Hohokams also practiced such

decoration as shown on Transparency 3.

Pima Storage Basket. Since the Pimas weré an agricultural people

they needed large baskets for storage of crops.
Pima old style house, the round house.,

Rock carvings on the Pima reservation. Their origin is

unknown.

&y
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UNIT IV -- THE HOHOKAM

Description of Transpg;egéies:

Tl. Hohokam pottery designs of birds and dancing figures. Birds were

often used as decoration motifs by the people of Mexico.

T2. Hohokam pottery designs inspired by the desert lizards, horned toad,

deer or coyote.

T3. Hohokam designs of dancers, and old man leaning on stick. Note

people with headdresses in the bottom picture.

T4, Ball court at Snaketown. Snaketown was excavated by the University
of Arizona and later was covered with dirt to preserve the site

until further, more complete recovery could be made of the ruins.

T5. This is a horned toad design etched on a shall. This type of
etching with the fermenﬁed juice of the giant cactus, was
invented énd used only by the Hohokam. The shell came from the
Gulf of California. The palettes in the bottom of the picture
probably were used for make-up, and are similar to objects found

in Mexico.

T6. Casa Grande. The plan underneath shows that besides the two-story
structure there were a great many other buildings in the area.
Most of the buildings shown are notvhouses; but ceremonial “
buildings. The place reminds one @f the citieé‘cf the Mayas and

the Valley of Mexico.
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